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nothing less than the slow sacrifice of Germany's navy and future, which he had been forbidden to give up at one stroke.
That day Prince Henry arrived in Potsdam from England with the message from George V that England would remain neutral in the event of war. I doubted this, whereupon the Emperor replied: " I have the word of a king, and that is sufficient for
me."
The confusion which agitated all Europe and prevented anybody from reviewing the whole situation seemed to clear favourably on July 3Oth. England agreed to a proposal of mediation from the German Emperor which had been accepted in Vienna also. A complete material agreement had been arrived at between us and London. I learnt this on July 3Oth at midday by a letter from the Emperor, which enabled me to breathe again.
In the early hours of July 3ist, however from the Admiralty Staff that in the Foreign war was regarded as inevitable, and that Jagow naa asked whether we were ready to attack the English fleet.
The contradiction was cleared up for me when I received the news of the Russian mobilization between noon and one o'clock.
At half-past twelve the Chancellor had sent for me, and when I saw him he had the Imperial order for the " threatening state of war." I drew Bethmann's attention to the agreement that had been effected be-